Vladimir Grijakovic
March 18, 1934 - August 24, 2020

Vladimir Grijakovic was born to Serbian Orthodox parents, Marko and Ljubica (Opacic)
Grijakovic, in Tusilovici (Kordun), some 14 kilometers from Karlovac, Croatia, on March
18, 1934.
He immigrated to the United States of America in 1969 and had lived in San Diego most of
his life. Vladimir was member of Saint George Serbian Orthodox Church in San Diego,
California, and participated in many ministries, predominantly singing in the parish choir.
He thoroughly enjoyed the choir trips and performances throughout America. He had a
great appreciation for classical and Serbian music. Fine dining was also a part of his life,
finishing many meals with his favorite dessert, French crepes.
The most recent highlights of his spiritual journey and cultural experiences were
pilgrimages/trips: to Russia (2017), Holy Land (2018) and Serbia (2019). They gave him
the strength and courage to continue his positive outlook on life, looking forward to his
next trip. His axiom was: “Every day, better and better!”
Vladimir fell asleep in the Lord on Monday, August 24, 2020 in his residence in San Diego,
after being cared for by his St. George community. He heroically battled with cancer for
several years without major treatments or surgeries.
May Vladimir’s memory be eternal! Vjecnaja pamjat!
Survivors include his St. George parish family, his nephews in Serbia, Vladimir and Stevan
Licina (Vladimir's sister's sons) and his great niece, Dr. Jelena (Dr. Zoran) Kurepa from
Texas.
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Comments

“

"Vladimir Grijakovic belongs to the generation of our parishioners who work hard and
have worked hard, and centered their life around St. George parish life and activities.
This generation has such a great appreciation of all the blessings that life brings,
knowing that God's infinite love and providence guides us all. Vladimir was an active
choir member and a great ambassador for St. George parish. His words were spoken
from his heart with great love, care and honesty and a deep concern for each person:
"You need to come to church". This is an admonition of a man that deeply cares not
for temporal recognition and applause, but for the lasting and salvific 'destiny' of each
person. May your memory be eternal dear Vladimir! Vjecnaja pamjat!" Fr. Bratso
Krsic

Fr. Bratso Krsic - September 02 at 11:57 PM

“

Vlad was our "across the street" neighbor and he was the very first person to
welcome us into the neighborhood when we moved here in 2007. He brought a
beautiful bouquet of flowers. He was always chatting with my husband and me, about
politics, the state of the union, our cars, etc. He was a very distinguished gentleman,
always dressed impeccably and always willing to lend a hand if you needed it. We
will miss him every day. Rest in Peace, dear Vlad!

Pam Russell - September 01 at 12:36 PM

“

This man was the light of my life, he always supported me when a lot of people did
not. Always warm and smiling and if you needed a hug he was there. Since I was 8
or 9, he always called me Princess. He will be missed dearly.
Vecnaja Pamjat

Kristina Webber - August 30 at 02:13 AM

“

I sang side by side with Vladimir (Vlado) in the St. George Choir for the past 16
years. He was a true inspiration every Sunday, with his positive attitude and love for
our church and choir. At the conclusion of the liturgy he made sure to remind me not
to miss next Sunday and that our choir depended on everyone being there. Quite a
gentlemen, impeccably dressed every Sunday, I always called him "Dapper Dan
Vlad". We traveled together on many occasion singing with our St. George Choir and
"Serbian Singing Society" choir events. He was well known in all the places we
traveled and people we always happy to see him. As I continue to sing in the St.
George choir every Sunday, I will always look at the sport where he stood every

Sunday and always think of him and, miss his tenor voice.
Memory Eternal and Vecnaja Pamjat, rest in peace Vlado.
Milos Belcevich
Milos Belcevich - August 27 at 11:03 PM

“

Vlado was always St. George Choir's most reliable tenor. He was the first to
introduce himself to anyone new to our parish and would invite them to come sing
with the choir. He always had a smile on his face. We will miss him.

Kate Thickstun - August 27 at 08:17 PM

“

We will miss his smile and calling our son Andreja little “Princ”. His joy for songs and
community celebrations and often overheard “i-ju” will be missed greatest. We will
remember his kind heart forever. Bradic Aleksandar, Jelena and Andreja.

Jelena Bradic - August 27 at 07:04 PM

“

I will miss him calling me "Strauss"

Craig Leff - August 27 at 12:57 PM

