Capt. Melvin B. Rotner, MD.
June 10, 1926 - March 21, 2016

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend - He referred to the dates on
his tombstone from beginning to the end. He noted that 1st came his birth and then came
his death. But what mattered most of all was the dash between those years. For that dash
represented all the time that he spent alive on earth and only those who loved him; knew
what that life was worth. For it matters not, how much we own: the cars, the house, the
cash. What matters is how we live – and love – and how we live our dash.
Mel is a beloved husband of 67 years, a loving Dad to nine children, grandfather to 26,
and great grandfather to seventeen. He was the “Home Work King” and always proud of
his family and being in the Navy. He joined the Navy when he was seventeen in New York
City, served as a radar man, saw action in the Pacific on the USS Bataan during World
War II, and in later years helped to organize reunions for sailors that served on that ship.
After the war ended, he attended Spring Hill College in Mobile Alabama, on the G.I. Bill.
He graduated with honors in 1950. Mel then went on to attend medical school at
Marquette University, with a wife, his first child, and a total savings of $58. He was a brave
man who faced difficulties head on. He was a respected man, a leader that cared about
those he worked with. He liked people and loved to teach Urology to the doctors in his
department. He had a great sense of humor always remembering and sharing a good
(and sometimes spicy) joke with all!
He was Chief of Urology at the Balboa Naval Hospital, San Diego. He retired from the
Navy in 1974 after 30 years and went into private practice in North San Diego County for
an additional 18 years. He was Chief of Staff at Oceanside and Tri City Hospitals. He
served as Chief Ranger for the Fraternal Order of Foresters as well as President of the
Escondido High School Boosters Club. He sang with the Palomar Music Men and always
kept a song in his heart. Mel was active with the Knights of Columbus in Alabama and
California and was among the 1st ministers of the Eucharist at his then parish, St. Vincent
de Paul San Diego. Mel and his family became members of Saint Mary’s Parish in
Escondido, in 1974. Mel loved his decision to become a Catholic in his twenties. He
participated in many activities in the church including making dinners for the Italian

Catholic Federation, participation in Life in the Spirit Seminars, Marriage Encounters, and
was a Prayer Group Leader, giving his time as freely as he could.
He was a man of his word, always giving back to his community, thankful for the blessings
God had bestowed upon him. He always taught his children to do what was right. He
always loved his wife and children and believed in having a close knit family life. He
encouraged his children to always work hard and be good citizens. He was a true
American hero, proud of his service in the Navy, his love for his family, and church. He
was an excellent “Mr. Fix It” around the house. He was kind and compassionate, a great
listener who evangelized and led souls to Christ including a great-grandson in-law. As a
dedicated doctor, he loved to say his patients had good results because he always prayed
for them.
It is obvious that Mel had an outstanding dash in his life and exemplifies how we should
live our lives. Every one of us has a dash between birth and death. As we consider how to
spend the dash in our lives, we would do well to follow the example of Melvin Rotner who
throughout his long life touched many souls in a loving and positive way. So, think long
and hard about this: are there any things you would like to change? Because you never
know how much time is left that can still be rearranged. What if we slowed down long
enough to consider what is true and real, always tried to understand the way other people
feel, were less quick to anger, and more able to show appreciation, loved the people in our
lives like we never loved before, treated each other with respect and kindness and more
frequently dusted off that smile; how much more special would our dash be! Remember,
that dash may only last a short while. So when your eulogy’s being read with a list of your
life’s accomplishments, would you be proud of how you spent your dash?
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Comments

“

This is a repeat : I was Mel's first roommate , " bunkmate " as they say in the Navy "
at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Penna. in the spring/summer of 1943. We had
enlisted in the Navy V-5 Flight Program, which required a couple semesters of
college courses prior to actual flight training. Mel was much more mature and
"worldly" than I was, and learned a lot about life from him.
He left the program after one semester because he didn't like " hitting the books ".
He obviously changed his attitude about studying after completing his first enlistment.
We never communicated with one another after 1943, but I did learn that he was in
school in Alabama.
Then, about three years ago, after learning of my whereabouts through the
Internet,he called me on the phone. That's the first I heard his voice since '43, about
70 years later !
We had a great chat. Subsequently, he e-mailed me steadily for 2-3 years - mostly
dealing with politics, religion and Armed Forces stories.
At any rate, I am happy that I got to be Mel's friend for that brief interlude in
Allentown.
Incidentally, I stayed with the program for the duration, since I was determined to
become a pilot. Russ Ruhf

Russell Ruhf - August 04, 2016 at 07:55 PM

“

Health Nut Basket was purchased for the family of Capt. Melvin B. Rotner, MD..

March 28, 2016 at 11:31 AM

“

Eric, Xista, Ixchel and Eva purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family
of Capt. Melvin B. Rotner, MD..

Eric, Xista, Ixchel and Eva - March 25, 2016 at 03:10 PM

